
IMPORTANT DATES
. Monday, 6th July

NAIDOC Week

Monday, 13th July
Term 3 begins

. Wednesday,22"d luly
School Council #5
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Wednesday, 12th August
International Youth Day

Tuesday, 18th August
TAPPOC Science Event

. Wednesday, 19th August
World Humanitarian Day

Wednesday, 26th August
TAPPOC Book Week Event

r Thursday,2Tth August
Excursion to Warrnambool Art
Gallery and Salt Restaurant
Masterclass

. Wednesday, 2"d September
School Council #6

Friday, 4th September
Biolab for Grades 5 & 6

Friday, 31"t July
National Tree Day

Tuesday,4th August
National Aboriginal and Torres
Strait Islander Children's Day

Friday, llth September
R U OK? Day

Friday, 18th September
Last day of Term 3,2.30
finish

Monday, Sth October
Term 4 begins

. Wednesday, 14th October
RAV Incursion: Scott's BMX
Trick Bike Show

. Tuesday,20th October
Readers'Cup

r Tuesday,20th October
Diwali

Friday, 30'h October
Student Free Day

Monday, 2"d November
Student Free Day

Tuesday, 3'd November
Public Holiday

Friday, 27th November
Student Free Day

An interview with...

Robert
IJ youhad $i.000 to spend ort orrything you

wanted, what woutd you brry? I uotrld spend it
on parts for nry motorbihe.

If yorr tuon a mil"Lion dollars, rlhat iuorild you
bny? I wonld buy a bigger notorbihe and get a

motorbike track in the paddoch.

What job tuonld yori l"ike to do ruhen you grotu
np? I tuould Like to be a diesel rtrechatric so I
conld fix cars nrysef and get paid a fair bit.

Who is the strongest person? The strongest
person I knoru is my dad. When he is sad he

keeps a srnile on his t'ace. When he is happy, he

gets eDeryone else happy urith hiln.

What's the uorst rute at school? Not beitrg
aLl,owed out of the school boundories. It would be

Jrin to rtrn arowrd eueryuhere Ln the toun.

What are you scared oJ? I'm scared of Lizards
because ruhen I uas LittLe one btt my orm and it
real.ty hurt. I'm also scared of playing peeh a boo

u.nder beds becantse that's horu I qot the scar or
my forehead.

Whar's yoirrJauourite colour'? Forest green
because it is a colming colou.r in tny opinion

What kind of car d.o you Dant when you grow
up? A Nissan GTR 34

Where do you want to tire when you grotu up?
I warLt to Liue probabLy in Hanrilton becatse the
torurr isn't too big and I krtoro o Jatr few peopLe

in Hanrilton.

What's the soJest pLace in the world.? I.f eeL tike
the safest place in the world is tuhen I arn

hussins *' o::,1::T;"oto![.o* he arroovs

IJ you coutd haoe any superpotDer, luhat ruotrld it
be? I wotrtd fly so I could go anyuhere I lDa?rt to

qo.

What rnakes you feet truly happy?
My Jriends when we play together and cracking

jokes and aluays laughing.

What is your favourite book, movie, or TV shoru

and uhy? The'Beeheeper' becantse it tuas an
action packed mooie. lt isn't a kid's mopie

thot'tgh.

What is the funniest thing that has happened to
yotL? When I uas on a rolLer cooster and an otd

tady's toig Jteu offl

If yott coutd only eat one t'ood for the rest of
your Ltf e, what uonLd it be? PIZZA!!! It has so

many diJferent topptngs. It can be heaLthy or
disgttsting!

Whot is the best thirrg you hatse Learned hou to
d"o? Dad teaching rne how to uorh on nry

motorbike.

What is yotrfaootrite game to ptay at recess?

Probably tiggy because I get to run around a lot
and Let alL nty energy out.

What is the best thinq obottt orrr school? That
we get tong pLay times and ue have heaps oJ

[un.

What rnokes someone a good friend? That they
cheer you np r,ohen you f eel d.own, and tuhen you

are up, they heep you ttp!

What do you Like to do with your Jriends?
Ridi'ng oround on our bikes.

If yorr could be any animal, uhich one wortld
you be and why? I think I'd want to be a koala

so I could sleep all the time ond aluays be lazy!
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Whot is something )oil ca?l do today th{rt yoll
corrldn't do last year? Wontd be hit the jump on

my motorbike.

f yorr corrld uisit ony place in the uorld, rohere

ruonld you go? I'd go to LA because there is so

nruch to do there.

(03) 5578 6253

Find us on Facebook
http://www. bwcs.vic.edu.au/

bra nxhol me.wal lacedale.cps@Cd_U_cati.Qn.v!c.gov.au

PO Box 69, Branxholme, Vic 3302 103 - 1 13 Monroe St, Branxholme, Vic, 3302
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The RISE Award recognises students who demonstrate
our core uaLues of ResiLience, lntegrity, Safety and
End.eatsour. WhiLe these palues qre always important,
the award is not necessarlly about being the highest
achieoer or getting eoerything right aLL the time.
Somettmes, it is about recognising the incredible grotnth
a student has shown, and this term Cooper has certainty
demonstrated that.
Throughout the term, Cooper has shown outstanding
growth in aLL aspects of the RISE ualues. He has

demonstrated resilience by perseoering when faced with
chall"enges and conttnuing to utork tlvouglt difficulties
rather than gLoing up. He has shown integrity through
the choices he makes each day, becoming more
accountable for his actions, lrcnest in his interactions,
and mature in the way he responds to feedback. Cooper
has also displayed endeavour by conststently putting in
a genuine effort, challengtng himsetf and sfiioing to
improue in the clossroom, around the school and when
working uLth his peers. In addition, he has shorpn safety
through the positioe choices he makes and. his
commitment to contributing to a respectful and
supp ortiv e sc hool envir onment.
What makes this award particularLy speciat is the
tremendous growth Cooper has shorln throughout the
term. His uillingness to reftect, Learn from his
experiences and continue strtving to be his best has

been noticed by both staff and students. The effort he

has put into improoing htmsetf, his attitude and his
approach to school is a credit to tim.
Cooper should be incredibly proud of how far he has
come and of the person he is becoming.
Congratulations, Cooper, on receiving this term's RISE

Award.

Robert has demonstrated outstanding growth
throughout the term through his dedication to Learning,
commitment to home reading and growing abiLity to
reguLate his emotions when faced with chalLenges.
A particul.ar highlight has been his commitment to home
reading. Through consistent effort and perseDerance,
Robert has shown a clear understanding that
impro'vement comes from practice and persistence. In
the ctassroom, he approaches Learning with a positioe
attitude, giues eoery tosk his best effort and conti.nuaLly
striues to achteve his goals. His conxmitment to
improoement has been recognised by staff across the
school.
Robert has also shoun signiftcant growth in managing

frustration and setbacks. Rather than allowing
chalLenges to ooerwhelm him, he has deveLoped effecttve
strategies to regulate his emotions, make positioe
choices and remain focused on his Learning. This
resitience and maturity haue been key features of his
deoelopment. Robert consistently demonstrates
integrity through the respect he shoros others and the
positive example he sets each day. He makes safe
choices, contributes positioely to the school
entironment and supports those around him.
What mahes this award especiaLly meaningful ts the
remarkable growth Robert has shourn tlvoughout the
year. He has embraced challenges, reflected on his
experiences and worked hard to become the best oersion
of himself. Through his actions, perseverance and
positive attitude, Robert has become a role model for
others. Congratulations, Robert. We are incredibly
proud oJ your achieoements and are delighted to
recognise you as a deseroing recipient of the RISE

Award.



Community Chompions
Congratutations to Kristianna, Cooper and Nate for your

Commu nity Champion Awards!

One of this senrest er's Community Champion awards :ruas presented to Krtstianna f or approachLng a

community mernber and asking whether th"ey wouLd be wLLLing to host a schooL excursion to their recentLy

restored property. The uisit wiLL prooide students uith an opportunity to ltearn about the owner's

connection to AboriqtnaL uilture and Country.

Cooper and Nate were al.so recognised as Commttnity Champtons. Cooper for portraying one of the Daniher

brothers, whiLe Nate, dress ed in an infl.atabLe dinosaur suit, enthusiastLcaLLy tooh part in the BWFNC Big

Freeze sLide. Together, they helped raise funds and awareness for Motor Neurone Disease through thetr
inuol.uement in this important community campaign.

Students thriue when they haue a

strong sense of bel.onging and are given
opportunities to contribute

meaningfuLLy to their community.
Chil.dren who are part of a supportiue

and incLustte community deveLop

Lmportant sociaL and emotional, sh.iLl"s,

buil"d confidence, and form posittue
relationships. They benefit from strong

farntl"y and community networks that
heLp them f eel" connected and

supp orte d. When f amiLies actiu el.y

p articip ate in bull.ding r el"ationship s

within the wider community, children
experience a" greater sense of

achiev ement and b el"o nging, hnowing
that they are an important part of
something Larger than themseLues.

ffi

At BranxhoLme, we share & common
goaL: to prouide th"e best possibl"e

experiences t'or the young chil"dren in
orlr commrtntty. A strong community is

at the heart oJ achieuing this goal..

When we taLln about community at
BranxhoLme, u)e are referring to the

r eLationships and connections betw een

students, f amiLies, staff , and the utder
community. These connections create a

supp ortiu e, incLusits e envir onment
where eDery chiLd f eel"s vaLued,

r espected, and understo o d.

The wider BranxhoLme community also

pLays a vital, roLe in supporting famil"ies
and strengthening these connections. Br

working together, we create
opportunities /or chiLdren to engege

with their community, Learn from
others, and deveLop a l"if el"ong

appr e ciation f or c oLl"ab or ation and
contribution. A strong comntunity

enriches the experiences of our student:
and heLps ensLlre that euery chil.d has
the opportunity to succeed, grout, and

fLourish.
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GOHI|UXIIY CHAllPlOll

I(RtsflATTA BURROI{

AWARDED TO

For your dedicotion to your
community!

coltilurllY GllAilProx

GOOPER IIIGIIE11
For your dedicotion to your

communityl

AWARDED TO

GOllHUilnY CilAllPlOil

]IITE ROBERTS
For your dedicotion to your

community!

AWARDED TO
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Regul"ar school attendance is one of the most irnportant Jactors in helping chiLdren achieve success

throuqhout their primary school years. From Prep to Grad"e 6, euery day at school provtdes vaLuable

opportunities to Learn new concepts, build skilts, and participate in experiences that cannot aLways be

repLicated when students are absent. When chiLdren attend school consistentLy, they are fuLl,y immersed in
the curriculum and eanbuild" on their tearning each day,

giuLng them the best, chance to reach their tuLl" potential".
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Attending school regul"arLy aLso supports children's soctal and emotional deoeLopment. Students who are at

school each day haue more opportunities to build friendships, deuetop positiue reLationships with their peers

and teachers, and Learn important life skills such as organisation, punctuaLLty, responsibility, and sel.f -
discipLine. Regul"ar attendance helps children feel" connected, to their school community, confident in their

Learning, and engaged in classroom actiuities.

CERTIFICATE OF
CERTIFICATE OF
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Whil.e we understand that students will occasionally be absent due ta illness, we encourage f amiLies to make

school attendance a priority wheneuer possible. By working together, u)e'can ensure eDery chil"d enjoys the

benefits ot' a rich and rewarding education, setting thern up for futwe silccess and positioe LiJe opportunities
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: ,i;'.-,.,,*.;fln Congratulations to Henry for being awarded
: ', ,, ..:YJ,ffi} Student of the weekl

IE

Henry consistentty demonstrates a fantastic
attitude towards his [earning and always
puts in his best effort across a[[ areas of

schoo[ [ife.

He takes ownership of his learning, works
hard to achieve his goats, and his dedication

is ctearty reflected in his resutts.

Henry is also a kind and helpfut member of
our school community, always witting to

support others.

His positive attitude, happy nature, and
abitity to make those around him smite make

him a wonderfuI role mode[ for his peers.

Wett done, Henry!
.1

Pen

Licence
Toot!
Toot!
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At BranxhoLme aLL students receive a home reading
journal to encourage reguLar reading, track reading
habits, support communication between home and

school, and provide heLpfuL reading ideas for f amiLies.

Students are encouragedto record aLl"reading
acttuities, including t ake - home b o o ks, nau eLs,

magazines, newspapers, reading with younger famiLy
members, and other reading experiences. Reading
books and journaLs are transported in a reading

satchel., and students can exchange their take-home
boohs each day.

a giftedbook for eoery 5

ing, with a fuLL week
ts of reading signed by a

Students are rewarded with
fuLL weehs of honte read

conststing of at Least 4 nigh
parent or

CongratuLations to this week's Home Readtng Award recipients:
Nate - 15 t'uLL weeks oJ reading at home

GabrieLl.e - 15 fuLL weeks of reading at home

Essie - 5 fuLl weeks of reading at home
WeLl done to these students for their committnent to detseLopinq stronq readtnq habits!

'o"Fl
\;a A

-

5tudent

of the

Week

EEET
E,!;n



Recently, our students participated in Student Led
Conferences, providing them with an opportunity to take
ownership of their learning and share their educational
journey with their famities.

Untike a traditional Parent-Teacher Conference, Student
Led Conferences ptaced students at the centre of the
discussion.

Rather than teachers speaking about student progress,

students ted the conversation, sharing their
achievements, chattenges, and goats with their parents
white teachers acted as facititators and supporters
throughout the process.

ln preparation for the conferences, students carefutly
reflected on their learning and selected pieces of work
they were proud of to showcase.

During the conference, students discussed their learning
progress, shared work samptes, and explained their
strengths and areas for improvement. They atso
identified goals they woutd continue working towards.

Parents were encouraged to ask questions, celebrate
successes, and discuss ways to support students in
achieving their goats.

The process provided many valuabte benefits for our
students. By evatuatinl their own progress and
presenting their learning to parents and teachers,
students devetoped greater responsibitity for their
educational outcomes. They strengthened their
communication and confidence skilts as they articutated
their thoughts, reftected on their achievements, and
discussed challenges they had encountered. Students
also gained a deeper understanding of the connection
between their effort, progress, and the quatity of their
work.

Parents gained a meaningfut insight into their child's day-
to-day learning experiences and passions. The
conferences created opportunities for famities to
cetebrate achievements together and discuss strategies
for supporting future growth.

Most importantty, the conferences reinforced the
importance of the partnership between students,
parents, and teachers.

They demonstrated to students that their views,
opinions, and learning journeys are valued and
supported. Through this cottaborative process, students
felt seen, heard, and encouraged to take an active rote in
their learning, hetping to buitd confidence, self-
reflection, goal-setting skitts, and a strong foundation for
future success.

We were incredibl.y proud of the preparation,
enthusiasm, and confidence our students demonstrated
throughout the process and thank our famities for their
ql rnnrtrt and narticinatinn
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lunior Rootn
Check out our writing

Porogroph one: the beginning of the story showing the
chorocter, setting, object found ond the problem.

One hot ofternoon, Ginny the giroffe wos golloping
ocross the sovonnoh. Behind o dry bush, he discovered
on old mysterious hot thot <ould moke objects oppeor.
It wqs o mogicol wizqrd hot! Ginny wos omozed ond

thought it wos mognificent. He tried his mogicol
wizord hot ond o green opple oppeored ... right in

front of Ginny. He looked very surprised ond storted to
munch on his crunchy opple.

Morio

Porogroph two: the middle of the story which discusses
when the problem grew ond describes how the

chorocter felt.

Poppy pressed the button ogoin ond ogoin. Eqch time
the musi< blosted out of the speoker. Birds swooped
down, o fomily of deers come running ond foxes hid

behind trees. Poppy felt like oll eyes were on her,
which mode her feel scored ond tropped.

Gqbrielle

Ihir ueefr in literacy

We have been reading a cautionary tale about
Popcorn, the friendliest chicken at Fiddlesticks farm.
When Popcorn finds a Fabulous Friend Machine (aka a

mobile phone) in the barn, she sets about making
some brand new friends. But behind the screen of the
Fabulous Friend Machine, maybe her new friends are
not so friendly after al[. Students have been learning

to write a story, by modifying 2 -3 elements of
the focus text. Foundation students have been

making great progress in writing fluency . Student one
wears a headband with the sentence. Student two

reads the sentence, so student one can write it. Each

day the rotes swap.
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Ihir ueek in Mathr

Group t have been learning about addition, the plus and

equats symbol and counting att to find how many altogether,

Group 2have been focusing on worded probtems and
working out whether they need to add or subtract to solve

the probtem.

'€irfd*ia-r.:'

%4!.

+l
LT)'6



Senior Clqssroom

Next term, students witt be studying Once by Morris
Gteitzman, a compelling novel set during Wortd War ll. The

story follows Felix, a young Jewish boy whose optimism,
imagination and determination hetp him navigate a wortd that
is becoming uncertain. Through Fetix's journey, students wit[
exptore themes of courage, resilience, friendship and hope,
white devetoping a deeper understanding of an important

period in history.

lmportantly, this text was setected through student voice.

Students researched potential ctass novets and wrote
persuasive pieces advocating for the text they believed

woutd provide the most engaging and meaningfut learning
experience. Fottowing this process, Once emerged as the

students' choice, reftecting their thoughtfu I consideration
and active invotvement in shaping their learning.
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Kristianna: I have enjoyed learning
about different environments in

Humanities, the impact humans
have on them, how they are
managed, and creating the
triorama.
Robert I enjoyed tearning about
fractions, especialty converti ng

improper fractions into mixed
numerals.
Goopen I have enjoyed learning
how to read, compare, and order
decimats correctty.
Hunter: I enjoyed learning about
transformations, includ i ng
reftections, translations, and
rotations.
Nate: I enjoyed tearning about
improper fractions and converting
them into mixed numerals.

Kristianna: A hightight was
competing at Division Sports in
Warrnambool in shot put,
hurdtes, and retay events.
Robert: I enjoyed the Education
Week movie excursion where we
watched Sheep Detectives.
Cooper lenjoyed the Dartmoor
Day visit, where we learnt new
games atongside the Heywood
Year 1O students.
Hunter: A fun experience was
creating number sentences to
celebrate Miss Nat's 54th
birthday.
Nate: I enjoyed buil.ding the
diorama in Humanities.

Kristianna: I am looking forward
to reading Once. The first
chapter has atready made me
curious about the story.
Robert I am looking forward to
doing more Maths activities.
Gooper: lam excited to read
Once because it sounds
interesting, and I woutd tike to
tearn more about the events it is
based on.
Hunter: I am looking forward to
cottecting statistics for Miss

Grace's netbatt games in Maths.
Nate: I am [ooking forward to
Book Week because I have a
great costume idea ptanned.



Humanities

Junior Room
This term in Humqnities, we

leorned obout different
ploces qnd the feotures thot

mqke them unique. We
explored noturol feqtures,

such os rivers ond trees,
qnd humqn-mode feotures,

such os roqds qnd
buildings.

We observed our
surroundings, osked

questions, qnd creoted
simple mqps using symbols

ond lobels.

Senior Roorn
This term in Humonities, we
explored how people view
ond volue ploces in
different woys, how
environments chonge over
time, ond how people use
ond monoge noturol
environments. To conclude
the term, students opplied
their leorning by
developing solutions to
environmentol chollenges
ond communicoting their
ideos through on end-of-
term project.

ra

E gl
lmart

i'*

b/r

*
, *'l rFt. -*,r l r'-

I tll tt

\.

I

-t
<D



m
ATTENDANCE

lf you would [ike to read our schoot's
Attendance policy please ask for a

copy at the office, it can atso be found
on the schoo['s website.

We must record student attendance
twice per day and must record the

reason given for each absence.

This is necessary to:
o meet legistative requirements
. discharge schools' duty of care for

att students
o assist catcutation of the schoot's

funding
o enable schoot councits to report

on student attendance annuatly

As per DE poticy, parents/carers are
required to provide an exptanation for
their child's absence from schoo[, and
we must record in writing the reason

(if any) given by the parent/carer.

A[[ schoots'must report the annua[
rates of student attendance for the

year to the school community at least
once a year.

lf your chitd arrives at school after
9am, ptease come into the office and

sign them in

lf your chitd is being coltected before
3.3Opm, ptease come into the office

and sign them out.

Attend ance

Motters
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Br"anxholme Wallacedale Communitg School is a Child Safe school

The Child Safe Standar"ds ane a set of pr"inciples and r"equinements that guide onganisations to create
envinonments where childnen and goung people are safe, nespected, and pnotected from hanm.

Theg outline how BWCS pnomotes child safetg through stnong leadership, clean policies, staff tnaining,
safe recnuitment practices, and a cultune that listens to and empowens children.

These standards ar^e impontant because theg help prevent abuse and neglect, ensure concenns are
identified and addnessed earlg, and create a cultune of accountabilitg.

Bg embedding child safetg into evergdag practice, we can better protect children's nights, build trust with
fami lies, and suppont the wellbeing and development of everg child

Stanilard Four -
Families and communities are informed", and inooloed in
promoting child" safety und wellbeing.

What does this mean at
Br anxholme W allaceilale Community School?

At BWCS, families and the wider communitg ane valued partnens in supporting student learning, wellbeing
and safetg. As a small rural school, we build strong relationships through regular communication, informal

conversations, student-led conferences, parent-teacher meetings, School Council involvement and
communitg events. Families are activelg encouraged to participate in decisions affecting their child through

Student Support Group meetings, lndividual Education Plan discussions, wellbeing planning and other
collaborative pnocesses.

The schoolseeks familg and communitg input into the development, implementation and neview of policies
and practices, inoluding those relating to child safetg. Through School Council, survegs, consultation

processes and communitg engagement activities, families have opportunities to contribute to decision-
making and help strengthen our child safe culture. We value and respect the diverse backgrounds and

perspectives of oun communitg and strive to create an inclusive environment where evergone feels
welcomed, respected and heard.

Child safetg information, policies and Codes of Conduct are readilg accessible through the school's website
and ane available in hand copg upon request. lnfonmation about the school's commitment to child safetg is

shared through enrolment processes, newsletters, School Council meetings, volunteer inductions and other
communications. Families are informed about expected behaviouns, reporting processes and the school's

child safe practices.

Families, carers and communitg members are encouraged to provide feedback thnough discussions with
staff, the principaland School Council representatives, as well as through sunvegs, meetings and policg
reviews. The school promotes an open and respectful culture where concerns can be raised safelg and

addressed promptlg. These practices support compliance with Child Safe Standard 4 and help ensure all
children and goung people are safe, supported and valued.

i ti.

Thank you to everyone who has donated items recently. It's
wonderful to see these resources being used and appreciated

by members of our community.
A reminder that these items are available for everyone in the

community to access.
The book box is currently overflowing - have a look - there

may be some great books to enjoy over the holidays!

"Give what you can, take what you need."

Donations are atways greatly appreciated and help keep this vatuable community resource thriving.
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Please get in touch if you woutd like to place

an ad for your business or event in our
newsletter.
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We're here to talk 2417.

Every day and night.

a
-
I

We're here for you. Any time. Any reason
Talking hel"ps!

No probl"em is too big or too small".

24 hours a day,7 days a week.

Acknowtedgement of Cou ntry
We would like to acknowledge the traditional custodians of

this land; the Cunditjmara people,
who have cared for this area for over 65 OOO years.

We pay our respects to Elders past and present.
Ku rtu k-Kurtu k, meaning sisters,

is the traditional place name for Branxholme.

The Branxholme area is home to the
Direk Cunditj clans of the Cunditjmara Nation.

We have beautiful plants, trees and animals.

There are gum trees, emus, kangaroos and
red and yellow tailed cockatoos surrounding us every day

We are especially proud of the rare native plant called the
dianella, which grows around Kurtuk-Kurtuk.

The land we are on now, the land where we live,

learn, breathe, eat, and sleep:

Always Was, Always Will Be! Aboriginal land!

1800 55 1800

Written by the students of Branxholme Wallacedale Community School


