IMPORTANT DATES

Friday, 31° July
National Tree Day

Friday, 31° July
Gymnastics

Tuesday, 4" August
National Aboriginal and Torres
Strait Islander Children’s Day

Friday, 7th August
Gymnastics

Wednesday, 12'" August
International Youth Day

Thursday, 13" August
Addams Family at Baimbridge

Friday, 14" August
Jimmi Buscombe exhibition

Friday, 14th August
Gymnastics

Tuesday, 18" August
Tappoc Science Event

Wednesday, 19" August
World Humanitarian Day

Friday, 21°* August
Gymnastics

Wednesday, 26" August
Tappoc Book Week Event

Thursday, 27" August
Excursion to WAG and Salt
Restaurant Masterclass

Friday, 28" August
Gymnastics

Wednesday, 2™ September
School Council #6

Friday, 4" September
BioLab for Grades 5 & 6

Friday, 18" September
Last day of Term 3, 2.30
finish

Monday, 5" October
Term 4 begins

Friday, 30" October
Student Free Day

Monday, 2" November
Student Free Day

Tuesday, 3" November
Public Holiday

Friday, 27*" November
Student Free Day

LIVE LEARN GROW

An interview with...
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Who is your favourite TV character?
Bluey because she is funny.

Have you ever been to another
country?
Yes, | have been to Taiwan.

What is your favourite food?
My favourite food is rice.

Do you have pets?
| have dogs called Bear and Ginger.

What is your favourite thing to do?
| love reading.

(03) 5578 6253

Find us on Facebook

http://www.bwcs.vic.edu.au/
branxholme.wallacedale.cps@education.vic.gov.au
PO Box 69, Branxholme, Vic 3302 103 - 113 Monroe St, Branxholme, Vic, 3302
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&l Congratulations to Gabrielle, who was nominated by her classmates &

i to receive this week's Student of the Week award. :
sl This award is especially meaningful because recipients are chosen
i by their peers in recognition of the positive qualities they
Week demonstrate each day. Gabrielle was nominated for her consistent ¢
kindness, willingness to help others, and the caring way she

supports her classmates.
She is a wonderful role model who helps make our school a
welcoming and inclusive place for everyone.
Well done, Gabrielie!

Gabrielle, Kristianna, Maria, Robert;
Nate, Robert and Hunter

Our students participate in daily Spelling Mastery and Phonics Plus lessons.

Spelling Mastery is an evidence-based program that explicitly teaches spelling through phonics, spelling patterns, rules
and word structure. Rather than relying on memorisation alone, students develop a deep understanding of how words
work by learning strategies that can be applied to unfamiliar words.

The program uses carefully sequenced lessons, explicit teaching and regular review to ensure students develop accuracy,
confidence and automaticity in their spelling. Students’ progress when they demonstrate mastery, helping to build strong
foundations for reading and writing.

To celebrate effort, perseverance and achievement, students earn Super Speller awards when they successfully complete
each level of the program. These awards recognise the consistent practice and dedication required to reach mastery and
acknowledge the significant progress students make throughout the year. We congratulate all of our students on their
commitment to becoming confident and capable spellers.

Home Reading Awards

At Branxholme all students receive a home reading journal
to encourage regular reading, track reading habits, support
communication between home and school, and provide
helpful reading ideas for families.

Students are encouraged to record all reading activities,
including take-home books, novels, magazines, newspapers,
reading with younger family members, and other reading
experiences. Reading books and journals are transported in
a reading satchel, and students can exchange their take-
home books each day.

Students are rewarded with a gifted book for every 5 full
weeks of home reading, with a full week consisting of at
least 4 nights of reading signed by a parent or carer.

Congratulations to our Home Reading Award recipients:

Kristianna for 20 weeks of home reading
Maria for 20 weeks of home reading




Iunior Room Step into

Come and explore, play and
take the first steps into your
child’'s prep journey with us,
Tuesday 4™ N" and 25"

August 9.00 am - 10.00a.m

School Facilities

* Modern classrooms
Experienced teachers
Complete curriculum
Safte environment
Extracurricular activities

nttps:/ {waw.bwesvic.edu.auf

e 103-113 Monroe St, Branxholme, Vic, 33§’/‘
03 55 786253
= . f Find us an Facebook
The Stone Lion is a fantasy where stone statues
can think, dream, feel, speak and even move.
The story teaches a powerful lesson about

selflessness and kindness. Students have been Thi; ueek in Math;

fi ing on particul cabulary iused in th
Ocusing on particutar vo y in e Group 1 have been counting by 10s to 90 using ten frames and budling

book and using pronouns in their writing to icks. Thev h b o ddition f .
avoid repetition of nouns. sticks. They have been continuing to create addition facts using
numbers to 10.

Check out our sentence-level writing Group 2 have been focusing on using arrays to create turnaround
multipcation facts. They have been rounding two digit numbers to the

nearest ten.
The lion showed he cared about the children

because he used the last of his strength to 4 or belo“.” le.t it go
save them. Maria 5 or above, give it a shove

A crab can scuttle. A cat can huddle. Hannah

The stone lion felt proud because he helped
Sara and her baby brother. Dakoda

Round 24 to the nearest ten

Because Ben loved books so much, he decided
to work at a library. Gabrielle
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We have been working on appositives during our text study of Once. An appositive is a noun or noun
phrase that gives extra information about another noun in a sentence. Students have been using
appositives to make their writing more descriptive and engaging.

Mother Minka,|a kind looking nun,

( )
Jankiel, a small boy, hides from the Nazis.

* Robert
Mother Minka, a kind and generous nun,
comforted Felix.

e Kristianna

grabs my ear.

Once: escaped from dn
orphanage to find Mum and Dad.

Felix, a Jewish kid, lives in an orphanage. Once-x i giﬂ called

* Hunter : & A .
Jankiel, a cautious young boy, lives in an Zeldd from 2 bukning House.
orphanage.

* Cooper OﬂCB]mudeaani
Mother Minka, a kindhearted nun, whispered in with wnrhhchc Liugh
Felix’s ear. ;

e Nate

\ J

Students are taking part in the Young Portrait Show, an annual exhibition hosted by the
Warrnambool Art Gallery that celebrates the creativity of young artists across South-West
Victoria. Each student has chosen someone who is special to them and is creating a portrait that
captures their unique qualities and importance. Completed artworks will be submitted to the
Young Portrait Show, giving students the opportunity to showcase their artistic skills and

celebrate the special people in their lives.

i B
My special person is my sister, Savannah, because she always finds a way
to cheer me up. — Kristianna

My special person is my football coach, Jace, because he helps me learn
how to play footy. — Nate

My special person is Maria because she walks me into school every day. —
Hannah

My special person is my cousin, Chelsea, because she has always been
there for me when | am sad or bored. — Maria

My special person is my dad because he always takes me to different
places. — Robert

My special person is my brother because he helps me whenever | need it.
— Dakoda

My special person is Lydia because she comes with me when | am scared.
— Gabrielle

My special person is my mum because she takes care of me and makes
sure | have a good life. — Cooper

My special person is Cody because he taught me how to drive. — Hunter
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Pumice is a rock and it Granite is a rock and it Quartz is a mineral and Soil is made up of tiny
floats. It is used to rub on sinks. It is used for is used in jewellery rocks and is where plants
your skin. building. grow.

Senior Room

This week the focus has
been on Earth Science and
exploring the planets. To
help students remember
the planets order from the
sun, closest to furthest,
they have learnt a
mnemonic. A mnemonic is a
memory technique used to
help you recall information

Junior Room

Students have been
identifying the observable
properties of rocks,
minerals and soils by
keeping a rock journal.
They have also been
matching them to their
uses.




lam not
ready
to learn,

I can try to I want to
be be
ready to ready to
learn. learn.

1 am ready
to learn.

lam
getting
ready to
tearn.

Get the facts

This fact shisst 15 about making sure you know how
10 keap safe It vl you the facts about what to do
o SOmsOne I8 Puttag you of your I1iends or making
o el unsafe

What are your rights?

& Everyors has tha rght to teel safe ana
b protected

& No oné 5 allowed 1o theeatan you, hut
FOu Of touch you in @ wity That makas you
et uncomicitable

u No ot shauld behave o wiy that makos
you fessl uraate o ufraid, including anyona in
woun family, anyane at whool or sywhsns e
in the community,

How do | know if something is wrong?
® oy relationstng should be mespectiul

W 1113 wrang for anyons 1o hurt you of make you
faai unsala uncamfortable or afraid

a Remambier 4 parton dosEnt have to physically
hurt o touc h you ta bé doing the wiong thing.

& Even i you ae not sure, || somatheg doesnt feel
reght you should tell an sdult wha can help you

What should | do if | feal unsafs?

L] aault [ T [\ ER AN

What should I do if 1 am worried that
someone | know is unsafe?

& Tall an adhuit you trust

B You can tell & tesche: ar any sdult it
your school

B Thiay will be able to halp your fiend o the
BIeon you are wolhed sbout.

| You Con 350 Wil your parent, carae af any family
mambar o adult that you trust

» Even  the porson who you s worred
about has sskad you not 10 tel atyons you
should shil talk to an sdult It is more
ImEonant to miaks syse that your friend iy

B e ]

We have been developing our school's Ready to Learn Scale,
which helps students identify how they are feeling before
learning begins.

This simple daily check-in encourages students to recognise and
talk about their emotions, build self-awareness, and develop
strategies to regulate their feelings. By understanding their
readiness to learn, students are better able to engage in
classroom activities, seek support when needed, and take
responsibility for their wellbeing.

The Ready to Learn Scale is an important part of creating a calm,
supportive and inclusive learning environment where every
student feels safe, valued and ready to achieve their best.

Our next step is to develop individual Ready to Learn Plans.
These personalised plans will help students recognise when they
are not ready to learn and identify strategies to regain a calm and

focused mindset. Developed collaboratively with the student,
school staff and, where appropriate, families, each plan provides
consistent support to build self-regulation, resilience and
independence.

By understanding their own needs and using agreed strategies,
students are better equipped to participate positively in learning
and achieve success both in the classroom and beyond.

What will happon if | tell an adult at the

school that | foel unsale, of that | think

my friond in unsafo?

o AETS At o Sohaol mudl e 10 e
concRta and hein

B B sl Caded The acdhdt oY ol iy rdiad 10
I BAOIN M3UT ADCuT T LONG A 50 that
WO O 11 BORSEN yOu SNCwy CO0 B proteciod

AUt 0 ot RO CaM petide you with
Muppart ard makn sund you SonY e 1o dedl
with 1t scon

Whatif | don't foel like | can talk to

anyone at my school

W o 30N Y TN bR e Sl TN 10 00 BT I
your school you can talk to your pamnt or canee

B ] yod 000 Y hin b you Ca TN 10 yOut Paren]
OF CHaT yOu SNt 1o anathes schalt withn your
Tamiy Tros may Do ah 2wt uncie 2 Sop parent
o 3 prandparent

B o o ¢ ot Lk it i Eall 00wty ol thpae
arfulty, you thowid still try anid find an acit that
YOu C3h trudd, and Ihat you canto talk ta

B Vo dont need 10 desl with things on yous awh

Thero are many people who can help
you. Hero are somo othor suggestions:
Rt o aIPACe TR DTV NGRS 30 3
Dt Lamn denphdens Juppont sefvece)
A e DB D1 Ay o 1900 §50 880,
W call adarielp Lo on 1B00 55 1800 o vt g
1 s ot T8 Pzt s pioaT
w3l o et pous 0o DORCO Station o cail 000

bady gy
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Branxholme Wallacedale Community
School is a Child Safe school

The Child Safe Standards are a set of principles
and requirements that guide organisations to
create environments where children and young
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people are safe, respected, and protected from [

V(AT 7 ‘7;;?.6:-:
e - h ) - , 4
Standard Five arm >, R o v e
v/
fe) w \

Equity is upheld and diverse needs respected in

. v/
policy and practice. o
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Branxholme Wallacedale Community School? ‘
At Branxholme Wallacedale Community School, we are committed to creating an inclusive, equitable and culturally safe
environment where every child is known, valued and supported to participate fully in school life. We recognise that

every child has unique strengths, experiences and needs, and we work in partnership with students, families and
external agencies to identify and respond to individual circumstances that may increase vulnerability.

Our inclusive practices are embedded across all aspects of school life. Individual Education Plans (IEPs), Behaviour
Support Plans (BSPs), Student Support Group (SSG) meetings, Disability Inclusion processes, wellbeing check-ins and
differentiated teaching ensure that students receive the adjustments and supports they need to access learning and
feel safe, respected and included. Staff regularly engage in professional learning to strengthen their understanding of
child development, disability inclusion, trauma-informed practice, neurodiversity, wellbeing and child safety, enabling
them to identify and respond appropriately to signs of vulnerabitity.

Children are provided with multiple, age-appropriate and accessible ways to seek help, raise concerns and make
complaints. Students are explicitly taught who their trusted adults are, how to ask for help and what to do if they feel
unsafe through our Respectful Relationships curriculum, the Berry Street Education Model, School-Wide Positive
Behaviour Supports (SWPBS) and everyday classroom discussions. Information is presented verbally, visually and
through classroom conversations so that all students, regardless of age or ability, can understand their rights and
access support.

We actively promote equity by making reasonable adjustments that enable every child to participate fully in school life.
This includes providing targeted learning support, flexible wellbeing responses, accessible communication methods,
differentiated learning experiences and inclusive participation in excursions, camps, leadership opportunities and
extracurricular activities. Our small-school environment allows staff to build strong relationships with every student,
ensuring concerns are identified early and support is coordinated promptly.

BWCS is deeply committed to cultural safety for Aboriginal students and families. We proudly acknowledge that we
learn and work on Gunditjmara Country and embed Aboriginal perspectives throughout the curriculum and school
culture. Partnerships with local Elders, Gunditjmara community members and organisations provide authentic learning
opportunities through initiatives such as on-Country learning experiences, Wayapa workshops, the Budj Bim Cultural
Landscape program, the Six Seasons project and community-led cultural activities. These experiences foster pride,
respect, belonging and a culturally safe environment for Aboriginal children and young people.

We also celebrate diversity and actively foster a culture of inclusion where discrimination, bullying and harassment are
not tolerated. Through our RISE values, Respectful Relationships program, inclusive policies and positive school culture,
we teach students to value diversity and respect differences in culture, identity, ability, family circumstances, gender
and lived experience. By embedding equity into our leadership, teaching and wellbeing practices, we ensure every child
is supported, empowered and protected from harm.

Thank you to everyone who has donated items recently. It’s
wonderful to see these resources being used and appreciated
by members of our community.

A reminder that these items are available for everyone in the
community to access.

The book box is currently overflowing - have a look - there
may be some great books to enjoy over the holidays!

“Give what you can, take what you need.” &

Donations are always greatly appreciated and help keep this valuable community resource trvig.




Parent
Q Pathways

n At S

Coffee with
a Mentor i

Join us for a relaxed
conversation with a Parent

Pathways mentor and other
parents and caregivers.

What to expect

s Meet a Porent Pathways mentor
¢ Heor real-life expenences
* Atk quostions In a rendly, Informal 1pacoe
* Loam more obout the Parent Patfways program
* Fod local supposts and information
tor parents and coregivers

Event details

Who shouid attend?

Parents ond comegrvars who wouid ke to
lacrn more cbout Lho Porent Rattrwoys
program and baw it may support them

Nop! . jsto
We would love to see you therel
are-able
1900 566 066
araable.ceg.au/parentpathways Community creatss opportunity

Please get in touch if you would like
to place an ad for your business or
event in our newsletter.

page page page page

1 edition $5 $10 $15 $30
5 editions $22 $45 $67 $135
lterm

10 editions $42 $85 $127 $255
2 terms

15 editions $62 $125 $187 $375
3 terms

20 editions $75 $150 $300 $450
4 terms
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., [ AusAlert —

Helps keep you informed (@ AvsAlert

AusAlert National Test

We've been advised that a national test of AusAlert
will happen across Australia on
Monday 27 July at 2 pm.

AusAlert is a new, national emergency warning
system. It sends warning messages to compatible
mobile devices during emergencies, to keep people
informed so they can act quickly.
The Australian Government plans to launch
AusAlert in October 2026.

On Monday 27 July at 2 pm, all compatible mobile
devices will receive a Critical Alert. Compatible
mobile devices include phones, tablets, smart
watches, safety watches and some vehicle devices.
These will vibrate and make a loud, siren-like
warning sound for about 10 seconds. This will
happen even if they are on silent or do not disturb.
The message will clearly state that it is a test. No
action is required from the test.

To minimise disruption, student phones and smart
devices should always be switched off and stored
securely in lockers or bags during the school day.
Students who use their mobile phone as part of a

documented exception can continue to do so.
If appropriate, they can turn their
phone off during the test.

You may also wish to let your child know that if they

see or hear the alert, school staff will support them.

You can learn more at AusAlert: children and teens.
Information is also available in other languages.

Safe phones
AusAlert may increase risk for people experiencing
violence, especially if they live with someone who
uses violence. Alerts may expose safety devices.

If you or someone you know has a hidden device, the

best way to stay safe during the test is to:
o turn off your mobile device or put it in aeroplane mode
o keep your device off or in aeroplane mode for 24 hours

Silent mode and do not disturb will not stop the
alert!

For more information, please refer to the Staying
safe with AusAlert page.



Raising
Concerns & Complaints

BRANXHOLME WALLACEDALE COMMUNITY SCHOOL
RAISING CONCERNS

Wallacedale C ity School ges p: of carers who may wish to raise a concern to:
Carelully consider the issues you would like to discuss
Remember you may not have all the [acts relating to the concern thal you want to raise
Think about how the matter could be resolved
d by checking the policies and guldelines set by the depariment and Branxhol

Be Inl

Wall dale C:

y School

LIVE LEARN GROW

Q

o ® O

Classroom Teacher

It you have a concern about your
ol Eeasd CONMMCE your chid s
clagsroom teachet first
They are best placed 1o discuss
your child s leatning welibang,
behay:Qut and Cassroem
AIPHETCCS

LIVE LEARN GROW

Contact the
Principal

Conlact 1 Fracoal try edmael,
DO OF by MTae
nrough e front
At yOuE O

AP Ca0 Undeslang

P el e

LomEiants Can D 3
WA (A EOTIOn f Sved the
o

Avold

Please avoud raising concerns

durng class lime of 3t student

deoproll and pckup Teachers
are supervrsing students at these
Tirmes and ane (nabée 1o grie your
concern lhe attention 1t deserves

Contact the teacher

Contact yous cruld’s classroam
leacher via uEducateUs, bietty
Ontheud pOUr CONCEH, A0d
request a suitable time lo meet

Arrange a meeting

Your chi'd's c*assroom teacher
wiil svestigate the matter and
then contacl you o aitange 3
mutuasy convenienl ime to
dISCUSS your concens

Develop a plan

During the discussion, the

(eacher will Listen to your

concarns Shate redgvant
information and

Implement and monitor

Many concerms reqore Lime fos
agleed strategies to be
mpdenmieatid and mantied We

from schoo! Work
cailabotatively mth you to

GO0 G Shralegies of N
action plan Asrange a foMow-up

meetng or conversation if
requIred o renew progIess

you to maintain
communication with yout childs
leacher via uEducateUs whule
hese Thato Qs ard Deing pul
into prace

BRANXHOLME WALLACEDALE COMMUNITY SCHOOL

FORMAL COMPLAINTS PROCESS

Ifa cannot be Ived th di

with your child’s ol

p carers of

may choose 1o make a formal complaint to the Pnncipal

y School

Be informed by ch

Acknowledge
the complaint

Branxhoime Wailacedale
Commumity School v
BCRNOWIAQY recept of your

complamt within 2 schoo! days

We will oxplain the next sleps

and ket you know «f any furihet

information s neaded

p carers or

s of the ¢

Calelully consider the Issues you would like to discuss
Remember you may not have all the facts relating to the Issues that you want to ralse
Think about how the matter could be resolved

O €

Gather
information

The Principal may need lo gather

Turines Myformation to fuly
understand U suaton This

may nclude speabing with
referant schaol staf, regional
stall, subject matles esverts o
contactmyg you to clanty delaris.

Arrange a
resolution meeting

Whate apgroonate, the Prncoal
AH) AITange 3 resoivlion meelng
to discuss T tarmptaant and
wrk lowalds o fak and
tespegiful autcame We Jim to
haid this meeting wethin 10
working days of Ihe complam
vRINg 13ised, whete possitile

set by the department and B

Ime Wallacedale C
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y who may wish to submit a camplaint to:

Agree on
a resolution

The schaol will work with you to
dentity 3 suitabie resohution
This may mchude an apology. &
changa to a decision, policy,
procedure of praclice, student
pQOIT, madiation, of othar
aclions that support the student,
famuy and school relationshep

Please role pate3sisable conduct, Beluging veralicus complams My aeed o ke managed &lfetently in ine with Cepartrnent of Equcation peacedutes

@

Confirm
the outcome
Wit i 10 eaoive COmplaints
within 15 school days More
compiex matters may take
longer, snd we will keep you
inlotmed of progress ifa
COMPIRNT £INN0T Do fesnled, Wi
will provide a watten summary lo
suppon any further action you
M3y wish lo take



Mental Health Services and Support

Beyond Blue

24/7 mental health
support service

1300 22 4636
beyondbiue.org.au

Lifeline

24/7 crisls support
and suiclde

prevention services

131114
iifeline.org.au

headspace

Online support and
counselling to young
people aged 12 t0 25
1800 650 890
(%am 10 1em dally)
Fos webehat, visit:
headspace.org.ew/
eheadspace

Suicide Call
Back

24/7 crisis support
and counseliing
service for people
affected by suicide

1300 659 467
sulcidecallbackservice
.org.au

With delvery parten

Kids Helpline

24/7 crisis support
and suicide prevention
services for children
and young people aged
5t025

1800 55 1800
kidsheipline.com.au

Mensline

2477 counseliing
gervice for men

1300789978
mensline.org.su

If you are concerned about someone at risk of immediate harm,
call 000 or go to your nearest hospital emergency department.

s ey 8
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1800 RESPECT

24/7 suppont for people
impacted by sexual
assault, domestic
violence and abuse

1800 737 732
1800respect.org.au

13YARN

24/7 crisis support for
Aboriginal and Torres
Stralt Islander people

139276
13yam.org.su

Funded by

We would like to acknowledge the traditional custodians of this land; the
Gunditjmara people,

who have cared for this area for over 65 000 years.

We pay our respects to Elders past and present.
Kurtuk-Kurtuk, meaning sisters,
is the traditional place name for Branxholme.

The Branxholme area is home to the
Direk Gunditj clans of the Gunditjmara Nation.

We have beautiful plants, trees and animals.

There are gum trees, emus, kangaroos and

red and yellow tailed cockatoos surrounding us every day.

We are especially proud of the rare native plant called the dianella, which

grows around Kurtuk-Kurtuk.

The land we are on now, the land where we live,
learn, breathe, eat, and sleep:

Always Was, Always Will Be! Aboriginal land!

Written by the students of Branxholme Wallacedale Community School

QLife

LGBTI peer support and
referral

1800 184 527

(6pm to 10pm daity)
?IIL.::IEI'.“ o 1 local
shmmm?mm;




