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IMPORTANT DATES

. Friday, 31't July
National Tree Day

o Friday, 31"t July
Gymnastics

. Tuesday,4th August
National Aboriginal and Torres
Strait lslander Children's Day

r Friday, Tth August
Gymnastics

r Wednesday, 12th August
International Youth Day

. Thursday, l3ih August
Addams Family at Baimbridge

o Friday, 14th Augu$t
Jimmi Buscombe exhibition

o Friday, l4th August
Gymnastics

. Tuesday, 18th August
Tappoc Science Event

. Wednesday, 19tb August
World Humanitarian Day

. Friday,2l"t August
Gymnastics

' Wednesday, 26th August
Tappoc Book Week Event

. Thursday,21th August
Excursion to WAG and Salt
Restaurant Masterclass

r Friday,28th August
Gymnastics

r Wednesday, 2nd September
School Council #6

. Friday,4th September
Biolab for Grades 5 & 6

. Friday, lSth September
Last day of Term 3, 2.30
finish

. Monday, Sth October
Term 4 begins

. Friday, S0tb October
Student Free Day

o Monday, 2nd November
Student Free Day

. Tuesday, 3'd November
Public Holiday

o Friday,2Tth November
Student Free Day

An interview with...

Hannah
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Who is your favourite TV character?
Btuey because she is funny.

Have you ever been to another
country?
Yes, I have been to Taiwan.

What is your favourite food?
My favourite food is rice.

Do you have pets?
I have dogs catled Bear and Ginger

What is your favourite thing to do?

I [ove reading.

(03) ss78 62s3
Find us on Facebook

http://www. bwcs.vic.edu.au/
bra nxhol me.wallaceda le.cp_s@cd_ula$e_n_lq!c.gov.au

PO Box 69, Branxholme, Vic 3302 103 - 'l 13 Monroe St, Branxholme, Vic, 3302
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Home Reading Awards

Congratulations to Gabrielle, who was nominated bg her classmates
to receive this week's Student of the Week award.

This award is especiallg meaningful because recipients are chosen
bg their peers in recognition of the positive qualities theg

demonstrate each dag. Gabrielle was nominated for her consistent
kindness, willingness to help others, and the caring wag she

supports her classmates.
She is a wonderful role modelwho helps make our schoola

welcoming and inclusive place for evergone.
Well done, Gabrielle!

ffi Super Sp eller Awards
Congratulations to our Super
recipients:

ller

Gabriette, Kristianna, Maria, Ro

Nate, Robert and Hunter

Our students participate in daiLy Spetting Mastery and Phonics Plus lessons.

Spel,Ling Mastery is an evid.ence-based program that explicitly teaches speLling through phonics, spelling patterns, rules
and word" structure. Rather than relying on rnemorisatLon alone, stud"ents deoelop a deep understanding of how word.s

worhby learning stra.tegies that canbe applLedto unfamiliar words.
The programuses carefulty sequenced lessons, expLicitteaching andregular repiew to ensure students deuelop accura.cyt
confidence and. automaticity in their speLling. Students' progress when they demonstrqte mqstery, helping to butld strong

f oundations for reading and writing.
To celebrate effort, perseDerance and achieuement, students earn Super Spelter award"s when they success/ully eompl.ete

each Level of the program. These awards recognise the consistent practice and dedication required" to reach mastery and
acknowtedge the stgnificent progress students make throughout the year. We congratul.ate aLL of our students on their

commitment to becoming confident and capable spellers.
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At Branxholme all students receiue ahome reading journal
to encourage regular reading, track reading habits, support

communie ation b etw een home and, scho ot, and pr ooide
hel.pful reading ideas for families.

Students &re encouragedto record allreading actiuities,
i.ncl.uding take-home boo ks, noo els, magazines, news? ap ers,

read,ing with younger family members, and other reading
experiences. Reading books and journals are transported in

a reading satchel, and, students ca,n exchange their take'
home boohs each day.

Students are rewarded with a giftedbook for eoery 5 fuLL
weehs of home reading, with a fult week consisting of at

l,east 4 nights of reading signedby a parent or carer.

Congratutations to our Home Reading Award recipients:

Kristianna for 20 weeks of home reading
Maria for 20 weeks of home reading



Iunior Rootn

Come ond explore, ploy ond
toke the first steps into your
child's prep journey with us.

Tuesdoy 4'n ,ll"' ond 25"'
August 9.00 q.m - 10.00o.m

School Facilities
. Morlern clossroorns
. Expenencecl teochers
. (:orYrplctr)crJfirculurr)
. Scrle e'trvrronnlent
. Ixtr(j(;rrrricul(,lr octivitie:;

@ nttp,::f /w+iur.bw<;s.vrc.t.drr.rruf

@ tof rtf Nlonroe 5t, Bronxholnre, vii;, 316? '

Step into

03 55 7U6253

f Find us on Fcrcebook
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Ihir tteet in literacy

The Stone Lion is a fantasy where stone statues
can think, dream, fee[, speak and even move.
The story teaches a powerfu[ lesson about

setftessness and kindness. Students have been
focusing on particular vocabutary iused in the

book and using pronouns in their writing to
avoid repetition of nouns.

thecl out 0ur rentence-lerel xriting

A crab can scuttle. A cat can huddte. Hannah

The lion showed he cared about the chitdren
because he used the last of his strength to

save them. Maria

The stone tion felt proud because he hetped
Sara and her baby brother Dakoda

Because Ben loved books so much, he decided
to work at a tibrary. Gabrielie

Group t have been counting by 10s to 9O using ten frames and budting
sticks. They have been continuing to create addition facts using

numbers to 10.

Group 2have been focusing on using arrays to create turnaround
multipcation facts. They have been rounding two digit numbers to the

nearest ten.

4 or below, let it go
5 or qbove, give it o shove

Round 24 to the nearest ten

2t 22 23 2l 25 26 27 21 29

!

Ihir ueek in ltlathl



We have been working on appositives during our text study of Once. An appositive is a noun or noun
phrase that gives extra information about another noun in a sentence. Students have been using

appositives to make their writing more descriptive and engaging.

E
Mother Minka, a kind looking nun, grabs my ear.

Jankiet, a smatl boy, hides from the Nazis.
. Robert

Mother Minka, a kind and generous nun,
comforted Fetix.
o Kristianna

Felix, a Jewish kid, lives in an orphanage.
. Hunter

Jankiet, a cautious young boy, lives in an
orphanage.
. Cooper

Mother Minka, a kindhearted nun, whispered in
Fe[ix's ear.
. Nate

OIICC I ascngEd frorn in
'orph*nrgc to find Mum rrnd Dad.

OnCg I s*ved n girl c*llad

Zelda lronr * burning houec.

OnCgtnaildenNnri
ruith telar'hncllc lirugh"

Students are taking part in the Young Portrait Show, an annua[ exhibition hosted by the
WarrnambooI Art Gattery that celebrates the creativity of young artists across South-West

Victoria. Each student has chosen someone who is special to them and is creating a portrait that
captures their unique quatities and importance. Compteted artworks wi[[ be submitted to the

Young Portrait Show, giving students the opportunity to showcase their artistic skitls and
cetebrate the special peopte in their lives.

My special person is my sister, Savannah, because she atways finds a way
to cheer me up. - Kristianna
My special person is my footbatt coach, Jace, because he helps me learn
how to ptay footy. - Nate
My speciat person is Maria because she walks me into school every day.-
Hannah
My speciat person is my cousin, Chetsea, because she has atways been
there for me when I am sad or bored. - Maria
My special person is my dad because he always takes me to different
ptaces. - Robert
My special person is my brother because he helps me whenever I need it.

- Dakoda
My special person is Lydia because she comes with me when I am scared.

- Gabriette
My special person is my mum because she takes care of me and makes
sure I have a good tife. - Cooper
My speciat person is Cody because he taught me how to drive. - Hunter



Science

I II

Pumice is o rock ond it
floots. lt is used to rub on

your skin.

Grqnite is o rock qnd it
sinks. lt is used for

building.

Quortz is q minerolond
is used in jewellery

Soil is mode up of tiny
rocks ond is where plonts

9row.
Junior Room

Students hove been
identifying the observoble

properties of rocks,
minerols ond soils by

keeping o rock journol.
They hove olso been

motching them to their
uses.

Senior Room
This week the focus hos
been on Eorth Science ond
exploring the plonets. To
help students remember
the plonets order from the
sun, closest to furthest,
they hove leornt o
mnemonic. A mnemonic is o
memory technique used to
help you recoll informotion



Ready to Learn Scale
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Sometimes we need someone to tatk to about something
that is concerning us.

Everyone should have a safety network of trusted adutts
that they can talk to.

This is an example of a safety network. Att of the peopte

in your network shoutd be over 18 years old and not att

live in your house, or be members of your famity.

We have been developing our schoo['s Ready to Learn Scate,

which heLps students identify how they are fee[irrg before
Learning begins.

This simpte daiLy clreck-in encourages students to recognise and

talk about their emotions, build self-awareness, and deveLop

strategies to regutate their feelings. By understanding their
readiness to Learn, students are better ab[e to engage in

ctassroom activities, seek support when needed, and take
responsibi Lity for thei r wettbeing.

The Ready to Learn Scale is an importarrt part of creating a calm,

supportive and incLusive learning environment where every
student feets safe, valued and ready to aclrieve their best.

Our next step is to deveLop individuat Ready to Learn Plans.

These personalised ptans wiI help students recognise when they
are not ready to learn and identify strategies to regain a calm and

focused mindset. Developed cottaborativety with the student,
schooI staff and, where appropriate, famities, each plan provides

consistent support to buitd self-regulation, resitience and
independence.

By understanding their own needs and using agreed strategies,

students are better equipped to participate positively in learning
and achieve success both in the classroom and beyond.
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!o l€arn.
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On each finger, students wrote
the names of peopte they can go

to when they feeL

unsafe or uncomforatble.

Ptease tatk with your child about
who is in their safety network.

j



Branxholme Wallacedale Communitg
School is a Child Safe school

The Child Safe Standands ane a set of principles
and r^equir"ements that guide or^ganisations to

create environments wher"e children and Uoung
people ane safe, r^espected, and pnotected fr^om

stanilard" Fioe - harm. /-
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Equity is uphetd anil dioerse neeils respecteil in
policy anil practice.

What does this mean at
Br anxholme W allaceilale Community Schoo I ?

At Branxholme Wallacedale Communitg School, we are committed to creating an inclusive, equitable and culturallg safe
environment where everg child is known, valued and supported to participate fullg in school life. We recognise that

everu child has unique strengths, experiences and needs, and we work in partnership with students, families and
external agencies to identifg and respond to individual circumstances that mag increase vulnerabilitg.

Our inclusive practices are embedded across all aspects of school life. lndividual Education Plans (lEPs), Behaviour
Support Plans (BSPs), Student Support Group (SSG) meetings, Disabilitg lnclusion processes, wellbeing check-ins and

differentiated teaching ensure that students receive the adjustments and supports theg need to access learning and
feel safe, respected and included. Staff regularlg engage in professional learning to strengthen their understanding of

child development, disabilitg inclusion, trauma-informed practice, neurodiversitg, wellbeing and child safetg, enabling
them to identifg and respond appropriatelg to signs of vulnerabilitg.

Children are provided with multiple, age-appropriate and accessible wags to seek help, raise concerns and make
complaints. Students are explicitlg taught who their trusted adults are, how to ask for help and what to do if theg feel

unsafe through our Respectful Relationships curriculum, the Berrg Street Education Model, School-Wide Positive
Behaviour Supports (SWPBS) and evergdag classnoom discussions. lnfonmation is presented verballg, visuallg and

through classroom conversations so that all students, regardless of age or abilitg, can understand their rights and
access support.

We activelg promote equitg bg making reasonable adjustments that enable everu child to participate fullg in school life.
This includes providing targeted learning support, flexible wellbeing nesponses, accessible communication methods,
differentiated learning experiences and inclusive participation in excursions, camps, leadership opportunities and

extracurricular activities. Our small-school environment allows staff to build strong relationships with everu student,
ensuring concerns are identified earlg and support is coordinated promptlg.

BWCS is deeplg committed to cultural safetg for Aboriginal students and families. We proudlg acknowledge that we
learn and work on Gunditjmana Countrg and embed Aboriginal perspectives throughout the curriculum and school

culture. Partnerships with local Elders, Gunditjmara communitg members and organisations provide authentic learning
opportunities through initiatives such as on-Countrg learning experiences, Wagapa workshops, the Budj Bim Cultural
Landscape program, the Six Seasons project and communitg-led cultural activities. These expeniences foster pride,

respect, belonging and a culturallg safe environment for Aboriginal children and goung people.

We also celebrate diversitg and activelg foster a culture of inclusion where discrimination, bullging and harassment are
not tolerated. Through our RISE values, Respectful Relationships program, inclusive policies and positive school culture,
we teach students to value diversitg and nespect differences in culture, identitg, abilitg, familg circumstances, gender
and lived experience. Bg embedding equitg into our leadership, teaching and wellbeing practices, we ensure everg child

is supported, empowered and protected from harm.

Thank you to everyone who has donated items recently. It's
wonderful to see these resources being used and appreciated

by members of our community.

A reminder that these items are available for everyone in the
community to access.

The book box is currently overflowing - have a look - there
may be some great books to enjoy over the holidays!

"Give what you can, take what you need."

l:l \
it
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Equality vs equity

Donations are atways greatly appreciated and help keep this valuable community resource thriving.



Please get in touch if you woutd like

to place an ad for your business or

event in our newsletter.

AusAlert Nctiona,l Test

We'De been advised" that a national test oJ AusAlert
wtll happen ocross Australia on

Mond"ay 27 luly at 2 pm.

AusAtert is a new, national emergency warning
system. It sends warning messages to compatible
mobile deoices during emergencies, to keep people

informed so they ca.n &ct quichly.
The Australian Gouernment. plans to Launch

AusAlert in October 2026.

On Monday 27 IuLy at 2 pm, all compatible mobile
deuices will receive a Critical. Alert. Compatible

mobite deuices include phones, tablets, smart
watches, safety watches and some pehicle detsices.

These will oibrate and make a loud, siren-like
warning sound for about 10 seconds. This will

happen eoen if they are on silent or do not disturb.
The message will clearly state that it is a test. No

actton is required from the test.

To minimise disruption, student phones and smart
deoices should aluays be switched off and stored
securely in lockers or bags during the school day.
Students who use their mobile phone as part of a

documented exception can continue to do so.

lf appropriate, they can turn their
phone oJJ during the test.

You may also ruish to Let your child hnow that if they
see or hear the alert, school staff wiLL support them.
You can Learn rnore at AusAlert: children and teens.

Information ts also auailable in other languages.

&fe,ptrsss-
AusAlert may increase rish for people experiencing
uiolence, especially if they lioe with someone who
uses uiolence. Alerts mary expose safety detsices.

If you or someone youknow has ahidden deoice, the
best way to stoy safe during the test is to:

. turn off your mobile deoice or put it in aeroplane mode

. heep your ileoice off or in aeroplane mode for 24 hours

Silent moile onil ilo not disturb rpill not stop the
aleft!

For more information, please refer to the Staying
safe with AusAlert page.
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Concerns & Comptaints
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BRANXHOLME WALLACEDALE COMMUNITY SCHOOL

RAISING CONCERNS
granxholme Walltctdale Commlty School encoureges parenls d cat6s who may wlsh lo talse 6 concsn to:

Carelully cqsider lh€ issues you wflld like lo discusg

Rsnmb€r tru msy ml h.ve all th€ {rcls rel.ling lo lhe @ncern lhal you wlnl lo reiae

Thlnk aboot how th€ manet could be tesolved

8e inlqmed by chec*ing lh€ policies and guldellnes set by lhe departmml ild Brsnxholme Wallacedale Community Schml

LIVE LEANN OROW

Classroom Teacher
llyN n&e: cometn a&d your

Develop a plan
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o@o@o o
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FORMAL COMPLAINTS PROCESS
rt, mffin csmr bc 

'esolved 
throueh dlscues[l;J[r:ffi11""";l;il"tr,ff*nH;",- *'e's d community mmberg

Bnuhdme Wall6c€dale Comm$nlly School encourages pare{lg, carers o{ members of the communily who may wt3h lo submit a complslnt lo:
Csrclully cmslder lhe Issues you nould llke lo dlscuss

Remmbs vou m6v m,'*ye sr'*,ti1'J:1il:T"l1in':;1?$"""" *anr ro mrse

8e lntormed by cn€c*ing lhe polkiG and guldelines sel by lhe depadmenl 8nd &ilhdm Wallacedale Communfty Scttool
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Mental Health Services and Support
Beyond Blue headspace KI& Ilelpltne 1E0O RESPECT

2'V7 mental h€slth
support servlcs

13gg 22 4696
Deyoodbhlr.ol!rll

Ilfdlne
24ftcrblselpport
etd6uhkb
prwentlone€Mes

1311 l/t
l!,lel[n.orglan

onllmsupportmd
couselllngtoyulq
p€@baged 12to25

1800 650 890
{tnblcrdt)
furarm.r*

Sulctde Call
Back
24l/ crlsls eupport
ard counselllng
servlce for people
8ffect€d by sulclde

1300 659 467
silddecrllbrclccrvlcc
.ory.au

24t crlsls support
and sddde pr€v€ntlon
s€rvlces for chlldren
end young people aged
51o 25

1E00 55 1800
lddr.lplhr.ccnru

lfiemtlne
241/cotnmlllrE
cerrrlcabrnsr

r3007t 0e78
nrdp,oq!fli

St'rrrlF gtmr

24t supporlfor p€opls
lmpsct€d byssxusl
assaultdorl€sllc
Yloleoce and ebus€

18007E779'2
It00nrpcct org.rr

!3TANN
24tcrlsls $Fportfot
Aborlglnsl erdTsr€s
SsnHandcrpeopls

7E9276
lSfrlr.olgrr

Addby

QIIfe
LGBTI psersuppoil and
rofenal

1ro0 184 527
(6Fllbrr(rr}

@rcr.orr.ru,ffiprcr
dltLory.eu(ofi.cldsobrmgmbcl
thAb.6EnchfrF)

bgs, |mr* l@gm $rgs:s .*=:s

Acknowledgement of Cou ntry
We would like to acknowledge the traditional custodians of this land;the

Cunditjmara people,

who have cared for this area for over 65 OOO years.

We pay our respects to Elders past and present.
Kurtuk-Kurtuk, meaning sisters,

is the traditional place name for Branxholme.

The Branxholme area is home to the
Direk Cunditj clans of the Cunditjmara Nation.

We have beautiful plants, trees and animals.

There are gum trees, emus, kangaroos and
red and yellow tailed cockatoos surrounding us every day.

We are especially proud of the rare native plant called the dianella, which
grows around Kurtuk-Kurtuk.

The land we are on now, the land where we live,

learn, breathe, eat, and sleep:

Always Was, Always Will Be!Aboriginal land!

Written by the students of Branxholme Wallacedale Community School

lf you are concerned about sonreone at risk of intntedlate lrarnt,
call 000 or go to yoLr nearest hospital enretgency clepattnrent.


