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. Wednesday, 24th June
Student Led Interviews

Friday, 26th June
Last day of Term 2,2.3O
finish

UPCOMING
EVENTS

r May 27'h - June 3'd National
Reconciliation Week

. Thursday,46 June Lions Club
Vision Screening

. Monday, 8'h June
Public Holiday

. Wednesday, 17'h June
School Council

Monday, 22"d June
Reports go home

An interview with...

Maria
Wlrnt is you'r.fauourite book, mouie, or TY

shout and why?
Little Lrrrrch. The nrouie and book because it

is Junn'y.

Whaf is tlre furrniest tlztng that has
happened to you this year?

Falling to tlre ground as I crossed the

Jinishing line at Cross country!

If yott cottld on|y eat one food for the rest of
your ti.fe, what uould it be?

Noodles

What is the best thirrg yorr have learned
hotu to do tatel.y?

Taehwortdo. The axe kich!

What is yourJouourite ganre to play at
recess?

Soccer. I loue plLtying goaLie.

What is the best tlting abottt our schooL?

Coirrg on excursions.

Whof rnakes sorlleone a good t'riend?
When they spend time with me even if I'nt

snd.

What do you like to do with your Jriend.s?
I Like talking uith therer.

If yorr coirld be any animal, which one

u;orrld you be and :;uhy?

Cheetah - fhey run really fast and are
active.

If youhad 51,000 to spend on anything yon
wanted, what wottld you buy?

LOLLIES

IJ yon corrld ntake up a new holiday, uhat
wortld it be called and horp uould yorr

celebrate it?
Painting Day - eueryone paints whateuer
they want, and we hang thent on ualls.

If you cotrl"dhaue any superpower, what
wouLd it be?

Tel"ekinesis - iJ I couldn't be bothered.
mouing I'd mahe things conre to nte.

What makes you feet truty hoppy?
When I ruin sornethinq, like a pfize

What is something you are proud of front
this year?

My sports, especialLy Cross Corrntryl

What is sonrething 1lou cclrl do today that
you couldn't do last year?

Soccer - I have Learnt aII of the ru|es.

What do you want to be when you grow up?
A Border Security person - I wouLd check for

dangerous things and find crinrinals.

IJ you corild uisit any pLace in the world,
where would yott go?

Nepal- I haoe a Jriend who lioes there.

If you coutd osh arr older person one

qrrestion about their Life, what would it be?

What does it feel Like to be a grandparent?

. Monday, 13th July
Term 3 begins

. Tuesday, 21*t July Regional
Arts Victoria - "Captivating
Culture" incursion

. Thursday,2Tth August
Excursion to Warrnambool
Art Gallery and Salt
Restaurant Masterclass

. Friday, 4th September Biolab
forGradesS&6

(03) 5578 62s3
Find us on Facebook

http://www.bwcs.vic.edu.au/
b ra n x h o I m e. wa I I a ce d a I e. c pl@edu(alglLJgG gov.a u

PO Box 69, Branxholme, Vic 3302 1 03 - 1 13 Monroe St,3EnXbSFe, Vic, ::OZ



Junior Room

i.

In Literacy we haue been expl"oring The

Lorax, a cautionary taLe about protecting
the enotronment and what happens u:hen

we destroy nature. Foundation students
haue been deueloping their writing

fluency skills through partner reading
and wrLting actiuities every day. ALL

students haoe been working on their
reading fl"uency, which is upLoaded euery
Frtday on Seesour for parents to uiew and

ft folLow their chil.d's progress.
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In Numeracy, Group One hatse continued to focus
on counting to 2O, number formation, ordinal"
numbers and using ten frames to compare numbers
and the count on strategy.

Group Tuo haoe been focusing on addition and
subtraction fl.uency and subtraction with
regrouping.

7

AUItAll 'F
Auslan
Education
Services

How lt Works?

Each week students watch a video tesson, which are fitmed by Deaf and Hard of Hearing peopte.

The focus lessons explicitly teach the signs and then students engage in fun, interactive activities.

This week students worked together to sign farm animals and describe them

feathery
chicken

white, soft chicken

I speah f or the
trees Numeracu
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stiniqv
fluffy rabbit
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National Reconcittation Week (NRW) is a time for aLL

Australiansto learn about our shared histories, cultures
and achieoements, and to reftect on how each of us can

contribute to reconciLiation Ln Australia.

The 2026 theme, ALL ln, is a powerful call, for every
Australian to commit wholeheartedty to reconciLiation

each and eoery day. lt reminds us that reconciliatiozl is
not aspectator sport-real change requires actionfrom

alt oJ us.lt is not the responstbility of Aboriginal and
Torres Strait Islander peopl.es alone, who haoe carrLed

this work for Jar too l,ong. Reconcitiation wiLL not happen
by itsetf , and it will not lnppen without coltecttue

commttment.

Recently, we uere fortunate to welcome Reuben Smith, a
Gunditjmara rnan, who worked wtth our students

exploring the six seosons of Gunditjmara Country. These

seasons are shaped by cLtmate and the Ltf ecycles of tocal
wildlife, incLuding eels, birds, bees and reptiles. Students

shared their prior l"earntng and receioed oaluabLe

feedbach from Reuben, deepening their understanding of
Country and seasonal change.

Reuben also introduced students to local Language and
dialects, and shared the sound and signtficance of the

yidaki (did"geridoo). Outside, students created a circul.ar
seasonal calendar and participated in games to help

r einf or c e theLr tearning.

We were atso delighted to haoe Bec, aWarlpiri u)om&n,

supporting the sessiott and heLping students make
connections with the Aboriginal art they haoe been

creating.

This Learning wiLI continue, rpith Miss Nat (Yorto Yorta)
working alongside students to further explore and
interpret one oJ the seosons, ond Mi.ss Crace (Yorta

Yorta) supporting students tn oisual arts to compl"ete and

Jrame their work. These pieces witl go on to inspire Bec

in our next Aboriginal art Lnstallation.

Following these rich learning experiences and
conoersations, Miss Nat feels more confident to Lead a

reoision oJ our school's Acknowtedgement of Country.
Our goal ts to incorporate Local Language and artwork,
and to proudly display this at the front of our school.

It's clear that at BWCS, we are truly
Att In for reconciliation.
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As part of Reconciltation Week, students exptored the
story of Bunjtl during their MARC lesson. Bunjil., aLso

speLt Bundlil, is the creator deity and ancestraL wedge-
taited eagl"e for Tnany Aboriginal" peopLes ocross

Yictorra. Students l,earnt that Bunjit is a powerJul
culture hero who is beLieued to haue created the Land,

riuers, antmals and the l"aws of the people. Through
storytelling and discussion, students discouered hotn

these important cuLtural" stories haoe been passed
doun through generations and continue to hold deep
signifrcance for First Natiot'ls peoples today. Bunjil is

often recogntsed as the creator spirit who shaped
people from the Land or clay. Students explored hou
Local Landscapes, animaLs and cultural traditions are

reflected in these stories, hetping them to better
appreciate the richness and dfuersity of Aboriginal

cultur es and hist ories.
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On Wednesday 27 May 2026 at midday, mill"ions of

chil"dren, parents, teachers, and Library l"ouers across
Australia and beyond came together to read Luna Roo

at the same time - celebrating the joy of reading,
storytelLing and connection. The story foLl"ows the

spirited kangaroo Luna and her friends as they chase

their footbalL dreams across the outback, bl"ending

action, teamwork and fun to inspire young readers.
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Our students were treoted to a
wildlg entertaining performance
bg Mr Snotbottom, brought to

us bg Regionol Arts Victorio. The

live show wos pocked with gross-
tostlc gogs, toste/ess tunes ond
hilariouslg wrong routines thot

hod evergone laughing from
stort to finish! Known os the

"Prince of Putrid" and the "Willg

Wonka of Weird." Mr Snotbottom
delighted students with his ooeA,

gooeA, guckg humour ond
outrogeous ontics. Like o cross
between Shrek ond Mr Bean. he

took students on o roller-
cooster of ridiculousness fil/ed
with slimg songs, si//g surprises

ond plentg of bellg laughs. lt wos
o fun and memoroble experience

thot students (ond stoff!)
thoroughlg enjoged.
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BWCS 2026 READERS CUP TEAM

00ilTl$
READERS CUP IS AN INTERSCHOOL READING COMPETITION WHERE A SMALL SELECTED TEAM OF STUDENTS

WORK TOGETHER TO READ A SET OF BOOKS AND REPRESENT OUR SCHOOL. STUDENTS PARTICIPATE IN BOTH A

CREATIVE RESPONSE ACTIVITY AND A QUIZ COMPETITION BASED ON THE BOOKS THEY HAVE READ. THE PROGRAM

ENCOURAGES TEAMWORK, CREATIVITY, COMPREHENSION SKILLS, AND A LOVE OF READING. READERS CUP IS

ORGANISED THROUGH THE MARC PROGRAM( MISS LEE).

AS THERE ARE LIMITED PLACES AVAILABLE, STUDENTS INTERESTED IN READERS CUP WILL NEED TO COMPLETE A

SELECTION CHALLENGE.

STUDENTS WILL BE SELECTED BASED ON THEIR EFFORT, CREATIVITY, COMPREHENSION, AND ABILITY TO

WORK CONFIDENTLY AS PART OF A TEAM,

PLEASE NOTE NOT ALL STUDENTS INTERESTED WILL BE SELECTED

READERS CUP WILL TAKE PLACE ON TUESDAY 2OTH OCTOBER (TERM 4). AS STUDENTS WILL Bt
REQUTRED TO READ StX BOOKS THROUGHOUT THE PROGRAM, WE WOULD LrKE TO BEGIN THE SELECTION

PROCESS EARLY TO ALLOW STUDENTS ENOUGH TIME TO PREPARE AND READ THE BOOKS THOROUGHLY.

f +STUDENT REQUIREMENTS
. GRADE 4-6

. READ THE BOOH "MONSIEUR ALBERT RIDES TO GLORY"

. PREPARE TO ANSWER A SERIES OF COMPREHENSION

QUESTIONS ABOUT THE BOOH IN CLASS ON THURSDAY THE 4'*

OF JUNE

. COME UP WITH AN IDEA FOR A CREATIVE RESPONSE

. PITCH THEIR IDEA TO THE CLASS ON JUNE 4TH

DUE DATE FOR COMPETITION

THURSDAY,
4TH JUNE 2026 :,,,,;:. ,.., IJOli 0lir\ll,\ll



Br^anxholme Wallacedale Communitg School is a Child Safe school

The Child Safe Standards are a set of pninciples and requirements that guide onganisations to create
environments where children and goung people ane safe, r'espected, and protected from harm.

Theg outline how BWCS pnomotes child safetg thnough strong leadership, clear policies, staff training,
safe recnuitment practices, and a cultune that listens to and empowers childnen.

These standands are important because theg help pnevent abuse and neglect, ensune concenns are
identified and addnessed eanlg, and cr"eate a culture of accountabilitg.

Bg embedding child safetg into evergdag pr"actice, we can better protect childnen's rights, build trust with
families, and support the wellbeing and development of everg child.

Stand"ard" Tu:o - ChLId" saf ety and" wellbeing is embed"ded in organisational leadership,
gouernance and cultur e.

What does this rnean?

At Branxholme Wallacedale Community School, we are committed to meeting Child Safe Standard 2

by promoting a strong culture of child safety and wellbeing.

We publicly demonstrate our commitment to keeping children safe and ensure that child safety is
embedded in all aspects of school life.

Our leadership, staff, volunteers, students and community work together to model and uphold child
safe practices.

Governance structures support the implementation of our Child Safety and Wellbeing Policy, and
our Code of Conduct clearly outlines expected behaviours and responsibilities for all staff and

volunteers.

We actively manage risks to children and young people through prevention, identification and
response straregies, and ensure;H:T:i:ffirH:""JJ:i:."*$their obligations regarding

ACTIVE KIDS ARE HEALTHY KIDS

J
Active kids are more
focused at schoo[.

J,,

We started at the Stalkers
Bend Shop and practised
walking safely to school.
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Y' - Thankyou to those people who have donated items recently. lt's so

nice to see people making use of these - the students get very
excited when they see someone at one of the boxes!

Please remember these items are there for anyone in the community
to make use of. The book box is very full at the moment so if you're
wanting something to read on these cooler days you may just find

what you're looking for in here.

"Give what you can, Take what you need!"

Donations much

Ptease get in touch if you woutd like to ptace

an ad for your business or event in our
newsletter.
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5

editions
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10
editions

$+z $ss $tzt $zss

l_5

editions
$oz $rzs $rsz $375

20
editions

$75 $rso $300 $aso



@RESILIENCE PBqIECT-

OEll Chats
Empathy

CREATING WELLBEING HABITS & CONNECTION

GEM Chats hetp famities practice The Resitience Project's principtes, offering a simpte
wetlbeing check-in while building stronger connections through daity conversations.

HOW TO USE GEM CHATS

Make GEM Chats a part of your dinner routine to reftect, check in,

and practice empathy.

Try these prompts:

#

+
*

{3

+

Thank each famity member for something
they've done or said today.

Give each famity member a compliment.

Share a time when someone has done
something kind for you this week.
Describe how it made you fee[.

Think about someone speciat in your life
What makes them speciat, and how wi[[
you tet them know this week?

Who made you feet cared for this week?
What actions did they take?

TO LEARN MORE ABOUT THE RESITIENCE PROJECT, HEAD TO:

Gl Otn"r""ilienceproject-- ff fft.ResilienceProject @ ff,"ResilienceProiect @ tneresitienceproject.com.au
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Call Us! 18OO 55 18OO

l1r.'rr !11-rr:' lo l,rik 2'1,'7

L'rrrty tl.ty ,)nd rtqht.

klds
help
hnd

We're here for you. Any time. Any reason
TaLhing hel"ps!

No probLem is too big or too smaLL.

24 hours a day,7 days a week".

Acknowtedgement of Cou ntry
We would like to acknowledge the traditional custodians of

this land; the Cunditjmara people,

who have cared for this area for over 55 OOO years.

We pay our respects to Elders past and present
Kurtuk-Ku rtuk, meaning sisters,

is the traditional place name for Branxholme.

The Branxholme area is home to the
Direk Cunditj clans of the Cunditjmara Nation

We have beautiful plants, trees and animals.

There are gum trees, emus, kangaroos and
red and yellow tailed cockatoos surrounding us every day.

We are especially proud of the rare native plant called the
dianella, which grows around Kurtuk-Kurtuk.

The land we are on now, the land where we live,

learn, breathe, eat, and sleep:

Always Was, Always Will Be! Aboriginal land!

1800 55 1800
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Written by the students of Branxholme Wallacedale Community School


